4.0 CRUISE REPORT
MMS CRUISE CAMP 2-2
Sediment-Transport Instrument-Retrieval Cruise
28-31 July, 1987

4.1 Objectives

The objectives of this cruise were to:

1. Recover USGS moorings and GEOPROBE tripods at sites R-8 and R-9;
2. Obtain box cores and CTD profiles at selected sites; and

3. Navigate mooring locations for future recovery of anchors.

4.2 Activities

The M/V Aloha departed Ventura, CA at about 0100, 29 July for transit to site R-
8. We arrived in the area of R-8 about 1000, 29 July. The winds were moderate
(15 kts.) from the NW.

The mooring and GEOPROBE were interrogated and responded properly. We made
preparations for precise navigation of the mooring position. The mooring was
navigated using the Miniranger and acoustic transponder - 1100 to 1300, 29 July.

The wind speed continued to increase in early afternoon and it was felt that a
recovery attempt would be dangerous to equipment and personnel. The winds were
steady at 20-25 knots with higher gusts. Box coring was not feasible due to
seas and the low stern freeboard of the M/V Aloha.

Operations were suspended until 0100, 30 July when it was believed that the
strong coastal winds would diminish. Unfortunately, the "usual" early morning
calm never materialized; winds continued to be greater than 20 knots from the NW
and, by now, the seas were 8-12 ft and steep.

At 0900, 30 July, the weather forecasts indicated a continuation of strong winds
and small craft warnings were posted for the Point Sal area. We decided, after
discussion with Jeff Hyland, Program Manager, to check conditions at R-8 once
more and if conditions were still unsuitable for safe work, we would return to
Ventura.

Conditions at R-8 had not changed and, therefore, we continued to Ventura, CA
arriving at about 0400, 31 July 1987,

Summarx

Although weather conditions were not good, they were not unusual for this season
off central California. Due to the low freeboard on the stern, the M/V Aloha
does not provide a safe working environment under adverse and extreme weather
conditions .
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